Icon – Jesus Master Church

The liturgical icon is a visible reminder of the Great Paschal Mystery. It "mirrors" as it were, the community celebrating in this sacred place. In the icon, Jesus, the Divine Master is presented as the eternal King, Prophet and Priest revealed with the glorious signs of his Passion (Jn 20, 19-28). He is as well presented on his throne, the glorious cross, in order to indicate his sublime teaching which is "love offered to the end" (Jn 13,12-17; 15,13)   
      
 Integral part of the icon is the Virgin Mother of God, Mary, the prophetic image of the Church and of the human destiny which finds its primordial harmony in adhesion to God's design (cf Lumen Gentium, VIII)
       
 The two apostles, St. Paul (left figure) and St. John (right) are found in the lower part of the icon, enfolded in the same mystery. Both figures remind the praying community of the two fundamental and inseparable attitudes of the Christian disciple -- mysticism and service (cf Jn 12,1-11; Lk 10,25-42; Rm 12,1-21).

Jesus Christ, Divine Master
         In the geometry underlying the icon, the eyes of the glorious Christ (cf Ap 1:14) coincide with the central focus of the ellipse. Founded on Jesus, we are by now made worthy to participate in the lot of saints in light (cf Col 1:12-14; Eph 1:18-23). The arms of Jesus Christ our Master, opening to the great circle and which are raised upwards, support the whole history of salvation recounted in the stained glass windows. It is only in Him that all things are recapitulated, all things in heaven and those on earth, things visible and invisible (Eph 1:3-23).
         The stole flows  in front of the brilliant vestment of the glorious and transfigured Christ (cf. Lk 9:28-36) like an unstoppable river of grace (cf Ap 22:1-2). From his wounded side is generated the Church-Spouse  (cf Jn 19:31-37) through whose celebration of divine mysteries we receive abundant graces (cf Eph 2,4-7). With his left hand the Divine Master holds the scroll with the formula which reveals and synthesizes the completion of the salvific project of the Father for humanity (Jn 14:6). In Jesus Christ, revealed as Way, Truth and Life, all the prophecies of the First Covenant are fulfilled; in Him, the story of the people of Israel and the entire humanity finds its meaning (cf Ap 5,1-14).
Mary

From the vertical axis of the cross, in its downward movement, two circles intersect into some kind of meeting point between heaven and earth, which corresponds, in the icon, to the womb of the Mother of God. It is here that the Word of Life is generated in order that all of us could receive adoption as Children of God (Gal 4:4-5). The central point of the wall, on the other hand, corresponds to the eyes of the Virgin.  
       The Virgin Mother of God is prototype and prophecy of the Church and of human destiny which finds its original harmony in the design of God (cf Lumen Gentium, VIII). The Virgin Mother gathers in her maternal embrace men and women of all races and cultures in order to proclaim to them the one thing necessary for salvation in Christ, her Son: "Do everything that He tells you" (Jn 2:5).

Made fruitful by the Blood of the cross in the Hour of the Son which also becomes "her hour," she is associated intimately to Jesus' Paschal Mystery. Together with him, she stands between humanity and the Father, in an attitude of prayer, welcome and donation. 
 
She is dressed splendidly like a spouse ready for the wedding banquet (Ap 19: 8-9; Ps 45:14-16).True daughter of Zion, constituted Mother, Teacher and Queen of the Apostles and of humanity, Mary is covered with the mantle likened to a tent (cf Ex 13:22), overshadowed by the Holy Spirit and inhabited by God most High (cf Lk: 1:26-38). Ark of the definitive Covenant, she remains with us as fellow pilgrim in history in order to bring us the graces of God's own visitation (Cf Lk 1:39-56).

Paul and John

	Embraced by the same aura of mystery and situated in the lower part of the icon are the two figures of the Apostle Paul and the Beloved Disciple. Both remind the praying community of the two fundamental and inseparable attitudes of Christian discipleship which are "mysticism" and "service." (cf Jn 12:1-11; Lk 10:25-42; Rom 12:1-21). The two figures are placed in the same plane with the intention of revealing in a reciprocal way the faces of absolute love for Christ and for his Lordship in history (cf Mt 5:1-11). 

The Apostle Paul, while pointing towards Jesus Master, is actually turned towards the assembly. Saul, transformed in the road of Damascus through the impetuous encounter with the Risen Jesus (cf Gal 1:11-24; Acts 9:1-19), has no other aim now but to let Jesus be known and proclaim him to all (cf Rom 1,1-6). After having fought the good fight and finished his course, Paul, through his martyrdom accepts to shed his own blood in libation (cf 2Tim 4:6-8) since no one and nothing could ever separate him from the love of Christ. 
 

	At the right side of the icon is the Beloved Disciple. This disciple whom Jesus loved is unnamed in order to give every Christian a chance to substitute his/her own name. 

This disciple knew from experience the depth and demands of Christ's love, culminating on the night of the Paschal Supper (Jn 13:23-26) when he was given the chance to draw close at Jesus' breast who. It was always the same love which helped him stand by the foot of the cross and receive the Mother of Jesus (cf Jn: 19:25-27)  during that great moment of offering. 

On the morning of the Resurrection, he was the first to arrive in the tomb where he "saw and believed" (Jn 20:1-10); likewise in that morning by the lake of Galilee (Jn 21:1-25) when the Risen Lord appeared to the disciples after a long night of unfruitful toil. Every community celebrating its own faith must mirror and identify herself with the same love freely received and freely given. 


 


