
 

 
 

 
 
Dear Sisters, 
 

Yesterday, February 27, 2015, at 10:30 PM, in the community of Sanfrè, the Lord called to eternal 
life our sister,  

 
SR. M. CLETA PIERINA TARICCO 
born in Narzole (CN) on May 1, 1927. 

 

Raised in a large family (8 sisters and 1 brother), in the spiritually fruitful environs of the 
birthplace of Blessed Timothy Giaccardo, Pierina, in the springtime of her life at the age of 19, decided to 
become a religious and entered in Alba (CN) among the “Pious Disciples” on November 11, 1946, into a 
Congregation that was juridically nonexistent.  A few months earlier, in August, the Congregation had 
received the “decree of death”.  The attraction she experienced was to the person of Jesus Master and 
faith in this calling, as she expressed in her request for admission to the novitiate: “I am happy to offer 
myself to Jesus”.  She expressed her firm desire to follow the Divine Master in her written request for 
admission to the first profession.  It is a desrie arising from the depths of  her heart: “with great desire, I 
ask to be admitted to the religious profession among the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master”  (Alba, 
February 24, 1950).  She made her first profession in the Mother House at Alba on March 25, 1950.  At 
the conclusion of the period of initial formation, she wrote: “with a firm will to continue in my vocation, I 
ask to be admitted to the perpetual profession”, which she made in Alba on March 25, 1955.  

Her first apostolic experience took place in Alba, at the Society of Saint Paul, where she served in 
the kitchen and in the laundry.  From 1952 until 1954, she was at the Society of Saint Paul in Cinisello 
Balsamo (MI).  Following her perpetual profession she was asked to go to Spain, where she would remain 
for ten years, first in Bilboa and then in th workroom in Madrid, at the Soceity of Saint Paul.  In 1965 she 
returned to Italy for brief, almost temporary, assignments: in Alba, in the kitchen of the Society of Saint 
Paul, then in the workroom of the Divine Master House in Vicenza, and at the Society of Saint Paul in 
Milan.  In 1970 she remained for longer periods in the workroom of the Divine Master community in 
Cinisello Balsamo and then, from 1973 to 1991, in Florence, where she experienced a peaceful time in a 
fruitful apostolate.  She then went to the workroom in Turin until 2007, when she was transferred to 
Sanfrè for health reasons.   

Sr. M. Cleta distinguished herself for her generosity in the apostolate offered out of love for the 
Congregation, and in a special way for Priests.  She wrote to M. M. Lucia Ricci: “Thank you for the 
feastday greetings and for the intentions you recommended: for priests, which is also my desire, 
therefore, every day I will offer prayers and sacrifices that they may be numerous and holy” (Florence, 
May 22, 1977).  

Sr. M. Cleta spent a great deal of time in prayer, which rendered her capable of radiating peace 
and grateful for every small service.  A diabetic for many years, and with heart problems, she was 
hospitalized in Alba before Christmas and made a good recovery.  Last night, after  eating dinner with the 
sisters and making her regular visit to the chapel, she retired for the night.  A sudden heart attack lead to 
the conclusion of her earthly pilgrimage.  On this vigil of the Second Sunday of Lent,  the Transfiguration 
of Jesus Master, he chose to reveal his face to her and admit her into eternal contemplation.  From eternity 
she will continue to exercise her ministry of intercession for all priests who are in need, especially for the 
Society of Saint Paul as it begins its post-chapter journey.  Live in peace and joy, dear sister!   
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