
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Sisters, 

We receive the surprise the Lord has given us.  Today, September 19, 2015, at 12:00 noon 
(local time), the Lord called to eternal life our sister 

 
BERNAHOLA M. NILDA, SR. M. YOLANDA  

born on November 21, 1945, in Ambul (Cordoba) Argentina. 
 
At the young age of 16, Maria Nilda entered among the Sister Disciples on June 29, 1961, in 

Cordoba, in the house in which she would make her formative journey.  Nilda immediately 
presented herself as a promising young woman, filled with hope.  Following the novitiate, she made 
her First Profession on March 25, 1965, in Cordoba.  On May 1, 1971, she made her Perpetual 
Profession at her home parish in Ambul (Cordoba).  In her request for admission to the profession 
she affirmed that she was not worthy of such a grace, but “I offer my nothingness in His Everything, 
I know that he will not allow me to be lacking in his grace”.  

The various evaluations made during the formative stages highlight her love for the 
Congregation.  In particular, Sr. M. Redenta Alessi, the superior, presented her for perpetual 
profession and wrote: “She is simple, sincere, happy in her vocation and mission.  She is happy in 
every apostolate.  She is capable of remaining with the aspirants or other groups because of her 
generosity and her love for the Congregation” (January 13, 1971). 

After perpetual profession, she is in Buenos Aires as assistant to the aspirants.  In 1972, she 
was appointed local Superior at Cordoba, and from 1977 she is at the Liturgical Apostolate Center 
in the same city.  In 1979, she was sent to Rome to study philosophy and theology at Saint 
Anselm’s Pontifical Institute.  In 1984, she returned to Argentina, where she was appointed novice 
mistress; the following year she was also appointed a regional councilor.  She was later entrusted 
with various positions of responsibility in governance.  She was the Regional Superior for six years, 
and resided in the community of Buenos Aires.  In 1994, she is the local Superior of the community 
at Mar del Plata.  Then in 2000, she returned to Buenos Aires as the novice mistress and as a 
regional councilor.  After some time at Mar del Plata, where she was dedicated to various 
ministries, in 2003 she was sent to Cordoba as the local superior, and in 2007 as local Superior at 
Mar del Plata.  In 2009 she is a councilor and vicar for the Delegation, and in 2012, she was 
reappointed as local Superior in Cordoba.  

In her service of governance, Sr. M. Yolanda always had her gaze fixed on the mission, to 
which she personally dedicated herself.  In a letter to Sr. M. Paola Mancini, then Superior General, 
she manifested her strong apostolic spirit:  she communicated that in the House of Prayer at 
Cordoba a group of priests celebrated the spiritual exercises for the occasion of their fiftieth 
anniversary of ordination.  She described their surprise to discover the ministry of our house of 
prayer since they only knew us through the Liturgical Apostolate Center.  Enthusiastically, she 
shared in the daily liturgical service of the celebration of Morning Prayer and the Eucharistic 
Celebration transmitted from their chapel by Radio Maria.  

“With regard to the community: it has its bright spots and shadows, typical of human beings 
with many limits.  But the Lord, in his mercy, works miracles: especially the House of Prayer which 
offers its services to many people in need of rest and of meeting God” (September 28, 2013).   

From Mar del Plata she wrote to Sr. M. Regina Cesarato, Superior General: “Our chapel is 
very active, filled with the faithful, with a wealth of persons as well as with the limits of human 



suffering.  We also experience, however, the certainty of God’s merciful love which sustains us in 
faith and in hope, entrusting us to the hands of Mary (Mar del Plata, March 7, 2011). 

About fifteen days ago, during a gathering of some of the Friends of the Divine Master, Sr. 
M. Yolanda, accidentally fell, fracturing her knee and her shoulder.  

Sr. M. Josefina Aguirre, Delegate Superior of Argentina, testifies: “Sr. M. Yolanda, in this 
unexpected departure for the Father’s House, leaves us with a great nostalgia for her presence in 
the community.  We will always remember her as a mature and authentic model of a Sister Disciple 
of the Divine Master.  

These are some short testimonies regarding our sister: Sr. M. Yolanda is remembered as the 
presence of a Disciple-mother in the community; near the people, amiable, cordial.  She was an 
edifying religious in her clear and definite option for the primacy of God in her life; through the 
values she manifested in her daily life.  Her love for the Congregation and her sense of belonging 
were apparent. 

On the morning of September 18, feeling ill and aware that the ambulance was coming to 
bring her to the hospital (to the Clinica Allende in Cordoba), she looked at Sr. M. Cristina Gómez 
and told her: “Give my greetings to all the sisters.  Tell them that I offer my life for all”. She was 
clearly aware that the Bridegroom had come, and that he would soon take her to himself”.  

In fact, she had an unexpected pulmonary embolism that led to her death. 
Sr. M. Yolanda leaves us with the gift of great enthusiasm, of apostolic zeal which rendered 

her always active, generous, interested, and ready to dedicate herself to any apostolate or 
community service.  She had a contagious joy that came from her love for the Eucharist, for the 
Word of God, for the Liturgy.  Certainly this is a great offering and a great sacrifice for the 
Delegation of Argentina that God will make fruitful.  

Sr. M. Yolanda, contemplate in peace the loving face of the Divine Master, whom you 
sought throughout your life and whom you sought to represent so well!   

Look lovingly upon us as we continue our pilgrimage on earth! 
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