
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Sisters, 
Today, December 6, 2017, in the St. Paul Community of Casa Madre in Alba, at about 3:00 PM, the Lord 
called to eternity our sister  

SR. M. ALBERTA LINA BORDIGNON 
BORN ON OCTOBER 29, 1929, IN CASSOLA (VI). 

The Gospel of the First Sunday of Advent exhorts us: “Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of 
the house is coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning.  May he not 
come suddenly and find you sleeping.  What I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” (Mk 13:35-37). This is the 
experience the Lord gave us through the definitive call of this dear sister. After her turn for adoration in the 
Temple of Saint Paul in Alba, she had fulfilled her apostolate.  She ate her meal with the community and, as 
usual, went to her room for the afternoon nap.  When the local superior did not see her at the regular time, 
she went to her room and found her lifeless body in the armchair.  She had already gone to her eternal rest.  
Lina entered the Congregation in Alba (CN) at the age of twenty, on August 9, 1949.  Following initial 
formation, she made her first profession in Alba on March 25, 1952, and her perpetual profession in Rome 
on March 25, 1957.  An expression that appears frequently in her requests for admission to the various stages 
in the religious life is: “I am content in my vocation, or in the religious life, and humbly ask…”  Underscored 
in the various reports is her marked spirit of sacrifice and love for the Congregation.  Clearly this natural 
inclination toward self-giving gradually became within her an interior attitude of offering, which was 
enlightened and sustained by the Eucharist.  
As a young professed sister her first apostolate was in the diffusion of La Vita in Cristo e nella Chiesa 
“through the streets of Italy”. We can only imagine with what zeal she carried out this mission at the 
beginning of this magazine on liturgical formation, which was still largely unknown to both the clergy and 
the faithful! 
From 1956 onward, her apostolate had a common denominator: at the side of our Pauline brothers. We find 
her in the laundry in Alba (1956-1958), then in the kitchen in Modena (1958-1961), in Vicenza (1961-1964), 
in Cinisello Balsamo (1964-1968), for various ministries in Turin SAIE (1968-1969), in the workroom in the 
Seminary at Alba (1969-1970), in the laundry and wardrobe in Turin SAIE (1970-1979) and as sacristan in 
Ariccia (1970-1980). She returned to the wardrobe in Turin (1980-1989); then she went to the House of 
Famiglia Cristiana in Alba to serve in the refectory and the laundry (1989-1997); here she also served as 
local superior for two terms. Finally she went to the workroom in the Milan community for the periodicals 
(1997-2002) and then to Casa Madre in Alba from 2009 until the present. Her self-giving and complete 
attention to charity toward the brothers was certainly the deepest essence of her mission, and the words of the 
Gospel of Matthew 25:31-46 are clearly suited to her life: “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink”.  
Lately she often affirmed: I am content that I have spent my entire life for Priests, and I am ready whenever 
the Lord wishes to call me.  In a short note written in 2008 to Sr. M. Regina Cesarato, Superior General, she 
thanked her for the greetings and affirmed that she carried all of her intentions in prayer for the good and the 
progress of our beautiful mission as Sister Disciples.  
Sr. M. Alberta was one of those sisters who did not use her age as a right to retirement.  The attitude of 
offering her life until the end was a coordinate of her spirit; the way in which she made the Eucharist the 
center of her existence conformed to the Divine Master, who offered himself out of love.  The Eucharist was 
certainly celebrated and adored, but then translated into daily life, like Mary, in that spirit of sacrifice for 
Priests, which was deeply inculcated by the Founder.  Let us entrust to the intercession of Sr. M. Alberta this 
post-Chapter phase of our journey as a Congregation, and as the Province of Italy, seeking the will of God 
for us!  
May Mary Immaculate lead her to the contemplation of the face of God! 
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