
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Sisters, 
 
Today, October 17, 2013, at 1:30 in the afternoon, as we were preparing to begin the Novena to Our 
Lord Jesus Christ the Divine Master, he came to our community of Sanfre to call to himself our sister, 
 

Sr. M. Lina Caterina Gasparotto, 
born on March 3, 1924, in Rosà (VI). 

 
Caterina entered the Congregation in Alba on July 20, 1947, at an age which, in that period, was 
already considered mature.  Coming from a large family, she brought the experience of working in a 
footwear factory.  This work ethic would characterize her entire life.  After novitiate, Caterina made 
her religious profession on March 25, 1950, in Alba, and her perpetual profession in Rome on March 
25, 1955.  She fulfilled her apostolate as a Sister Disciple in Alba, and then in Modena and Bari, as an 
assistant cook in the Pauline houses.  Following the perpetual profession, she was called to be a 
missionary in Canada and, for a short time, also in the United States.  Upon her arrival in Sherbrooke 
(Canada) in 1956, she would become a sister and mother for the Pauline brothers immersed in the 
communications apostolate.  She was exemplary in her prayer-life and always filled with a spirit of 
dedication and sacrifice at the service of the small communities: from Sherbrooke to Montreal.  In 
1962 she was appointed local superior in the beginning community of Toronto, which represented an 
important opening for the sisters into the English-speaking part of Canada. 
 In preparation for her 25th anniversary of religious profession, Sr. M. Lina wrote: “Now I am 
preparing myself for the year 1975, pleased to celebrate the Holy Year with the Church and my 25th 
anniversary of profession on March 25.  Jesus has been so good to me.  May the Madonna render me 
always more pleasing to her Divine Son” (to M. M. Lucia Ricci, Montreal, December 27, 1974).  She 
returned to Italy in 1975.  There we find her in Florence DM for the service in the kitchen that she 
would render for many years.  In 1998 she was transferred to Alba, where her principle ministry was 
that of sustaining the turns of adoration in the Temple of St. Paul, as well as assisting in the refectory.  
Always serene and meek, she brought humor and peace to her surroundings. 
 She also bore the discomforts of life with an apostolic spirit.  She wrote to Mother M. Lucia 
Ricci: “With regard to the medical visit for what happened to my right eye, there is no treatment, I 
can see less than one-tenth; on the left, the vision is normal for now. I am continually in treatment.  
More than ever, I feel the need to pray for vision in my spirit, and then also for my eyes” (December 
5, 1978). 
In 2007, she went to Sanfre for health reasons.  Sr. M. Lina, in the simplicity of her life, had 
discovered the centrality of Christ the Master, to whom she truly directed her entire existence.  We 
can read her life as a Sister Disciple in light of the antiphon of the Benedictus of the Memorial of St. 
Ignatius of Antioch, which we celebrate today: “I seek him who died for us; I long for him who rose 
for our sake.” She edified the community of Sanfre and the other people by her spirit of prayer, and 
her attachment to the Holy Rosary.  She was often seen with her hands joined. 
 Suffering from heart problems and related complications, she died from pulmonary edema 
which became more acute this morning and brought her to the definitive passage, lovingly assisted by 
the sisters who accompanied her entrance into eternal life by much prayer.  Sr. M. Lina was ready to 
celebrate the eternal wedding feast and to meet the Groom with the lamp of faith and love burning. 
The sisters in Canada remember her as generous, joyful, and humble.  Sr. M. Lina will certainly 
intercede from Heaven for the sanctification of all of us, and for new and generous vocations! 
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