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Dear Sisters, 

Today, June 13, 2018, at 5:00 AM, in the community of Sanfrè, the Lord called to eternal life 
our sister,  

SR. M. SABBATINA NUNZIATA MAENZA 
born on February 28, 1925, in Alcara Li Fusi (ME). 

Nunziata entered among the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master in Catania on October 30, 
1939, at the age of fourteen.  She was followed by two other sisters: Sr. M. Salvatrice and Sr. M. 
Santina.  She enjoyed expressing herself in poetry and wrote: «My land is a land in the South,  / I 
remember it with nostalgia.   Oh!  How I love the streets of the South, my thought returns there.  /  In my 
place the church is at the center, all hurry to implore.  /  The people are simple and very dear, full of 
faith is the town of Alcara…». These verses mirror the environment of faith and simplicity of her place 
of origin, which certainly favored her human and Christian  maturation.. 

Having completed the initial formation, she made her religious profession in Alba on March 25, 
1944, and her perpetual profession on March 25, 1949, also in Alba.  For several years after perpetual 
profession, she was dedicated to the diffusion of the Gospel, commonly called “propaganda”, in 
various communities: Florence, Milan, Lugano, Catania.  In 1956 she was in the tailoring workshop at 
the Society of St. Paul in Rome and, in 1963 in Alba.  In 1968 she was in the sewing workroom in 
Florence, 1969 in Paris, 1971 in Catania.  In 1981 she returned to the St. Paul Seminary in Rome, and 
then returned to the sewing workroom in Palermo (1987), Milan RA (2001), Cinisello Balsamo (2006), 
until she was transferred to Sanfrè due to her health and advanced age.  Through brief courses in music 
and self-study, she was able to offer her service by animating the singing in various communities.  She 
enjoyed a lifestyle marked by joy which she endeavored to keep alive and nourish, perhaps in 
connection with her name.  She wrote to Sr. M. Regina Cesarato, Superior General at that time: «I am 
grateful for the feastday greetings: Holy Saturday!  This name was given to me by Signor Maestro 
Timothy Giaccardo.  In honor of the Virgin Mary, and then the Vigil of light and of hope, the firstfruits 
of the Resurrection» (March 28, 2008).  

Some pearls from her correspondence with Mother M. Lucia Ricci, her novice mistress, tell us 
how God was the center of her person, of her interior searching, and her love of prayer: «I am grateful 
to Jesus Master that he gave me you as the novice mistress, accepting us with all of the imperfections of 
our youth and helping us to correspond to the call» (August 31, 1993). «I am still very happy about the 
50th anniversary of profession, accompanied by you as in the first profession.  I am happy to belong to 
God, every day I am aware of this and it is beautiful!» (June 18, 1996). «By now I am adapting to the 
environment in Cinisello Balsamo, but above all my spirit is very serene, seeking to keep myself pure 
and good, happy to belong to God.  It seems that the things I understand only now, I mean the things of 
the Spirit, and I say: Ah, if I had understood this earlier, how much more I would have loved my God!  
But at the time there was need to allow time for human growth!» (September 7, 1997). «We pass 
through this earth discovering more about God, his love, and his infinite Kingdom» (January 22, 1998). 

Her health was declining over a number of years, even without a specific illness.  Two weeks 
ago she suddenly had a high fever that was resistant to the antibiotics.  She then went into a short period 
of irreversible coma leading to her death.  

Sr. M. Sabbatina leaves us on this day in which the liturgy recalls the memorial of Saint 
Anthony and leads us to pray: «Grant that, with his assistance, as we follow the teachings of the 
Christian life, we may know your help in every trial». Also Sr. M. Sabbatina, in her simplicity, realized 
the evangelical discipleship and invites us to live intensely the visits of light from our Lord and Master! 
We ask her to present to God the journey of the Italian Province and of the entire Congregation! 
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