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Dear Sisters 

Yesterday, December 13, 2019, at the infirmery of the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of 
Mary in Montréal (Canada), at 3:00 PM, the Lord called to eternal life our sister 

SR. M. THÉRÈSE ESTHER FAUTEUX 
born on March 30, 1936 in St. Malo D'Auckland (Québec) – Canada. 

With the zeal communicated by our Founder, the sisters who established our presence in 
Canada dedicated themselves to the pastoral work for youth and vocations from the beginning in 
order to enable the local young women to participate in the gift of the charism. A few years after the 
beginning of our presence in this nation, the young Esther entered the Congregation in Sherbrooke 
on February 25, 1954.  She was the firstborn in a large family of 9 sons and 5 daughters.  

Together with other young women, she formed part of the first novitiate group in the 
locality, after which she made her first religious profession on March 25, 1957, and her perpetual 
profession on March 25, 1962, always in Montréal. 

Sr. M. Thérèse, accustomed to assuming responsibility already in the family, rendered 
herself available to generously fulfill the mission to which the sisters dedicated themselves in its 
diverse expressions. At various times she was in the Houses of  the Society of Saint Paul (1962-
1965), (1998-2003). The rest of the time she carefully and intelligently fulfilled the tasks of service 
in the preparation of vestments and ecclesiastical tailoring, sometimes in Montréal, sometimes in 
Weston (Toronto) and at other times in the Liturgical Apostolate Center.  From 1973 to 1974 she 
was in the USA, in the community of Dearborn.  

To Sr. M. Thérèse, the Divine Master gave the gift of a deep spiritual sensitivity, as 
manifested in her correspondence, especially following the annual Spiritual Exercises.  It is clear 
that the Divine Master guided her in the fulfillment of his will, and this was a source of great peace 
for her.  In 2002, in a letter to the undersigned, she manifested that she experienced the call to live 
the life of the Disciple always more fully, to be faithful to the Divine Master «taking refuge in him 
even in suffering.  I am conscious that it is for my good, for my purification before my final return 
to Him, our Divine Master» (January 1, 2002). 

Possessing a meek and good character, the sister was a tranquil and peaceful presence in the 
community, loving prayer and seeking to grow in the interior life.  As a consequence, she 
communicated to those around her a spirit of faith, love for the Divine Master and for her vocation 
as a Sister Disciple, as the sisters in Canada remember her: «Sr M. Thérèse was in our midst as a 
presence that was simple, discrete, assiduous in prayer, faithful and diligent in the Adoration, 
punctual in community life. For all of us and for all those she met, she was cordial and always 
attentive to those who approached her, perhaps because, as the first of 14 children in her family, she 
developed, beside her mother who was of frail health, a maternal heart.  She always had a great 
heart.  She loved and sought to please the sisters she met and to offer her service with discretion. Sr. 
M. Thérèse was able to console and to counsel those who approached her.  In her free time, she 
nourished herself with useful reading as a means of growth in her spiritual and intellectual 
formation.  She also had a passion for classical music.  Gifted with a beautiful voice, she loved to 
sing in the choir during the liturgical celebrations. Sr M. Thérèse was also a person fascinated by 
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nature; through her care and attention, she gave new life to the flowers she contemplated.  She was 
also a  good cook in the various communities of Montréal, Toronto, as well as in the communities 
of our Pauline Brothers in Canada and in Dearborn (USA) where she offered her service as an 
attentive and serene disciple.  In her prolonged illness, she always manifested her gratitude for the 
care she received, and she submitted to the treatments with docility and trust. 

It can be said that our dear sister M. Thérèse enjoyed a strong, jovial and resolute 
personality!  

In chorus we say "Thank you, Lord  for your faithful disciple who was able to discover in 
the Word of God the source and secret of her life, your will, the strength to love, to forgive, and to 
serve!". 

Of rather frail health, Sr. M. Thérése suffered for some years with Alzheimer's Disease, 
which progressively debilitated her.  Initially well aware, she accepted various treatments even 
when in 2008, it became necessary to transfer her to the infirmary of a religious congregation.  The 
sisters of our community were assiduously present and prayed with her.  In these moments, she 
manifested her accompaniment with joy.  Also the religious who hosted her exercised an exquisite 
service of continual prayerful presence in these last days before her death, which came as a result of 
complications due to pneumonia. 

As we prepare to celebrate the coming of the Word of God upon the earth, he offers us signs 
of his final coming toward which we are directed in hope.  Now Sr. M. Thérése, rejoices because 
the Lord is not only near, he has come for her.  From heaven she will certainly intercede for new 
life upon the earth and throughout America, especially in the North.  Let us entrust this to her! 
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