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Dear Sisters, 

Today, February 1, 2020, in the community of Sanfrè (CN), as the night was ending, the 
Lord brought to completion the earthly pilgrimage of our sister  

 
SR. M. MARISTELLA – ADELE CATTERINA DE TOFFOLI 

born on April 30, 1919, in Schiavon (VI). 
 

Adele entered the Congregation in Alba (CN) on May 7, 1939, at which time her sister, Sr. 
M. Cornelia was already professed for 4 years.  The pastor introduced her as follows: «This young 
woman, De Toffoli Adele Catterina…has always conducted herself as a good and exemplary 
daughter and she has been longing to become a religious for more than two years…. I can assure 
you that I have examined her and pondered the vocation of this daughter, and today I see that she is 
mature.  May the Lord bless her together with the other four and may she become an apostle of the 
Savior...I am lacking only one in order to complete the six candles promised.  If Jesus grants me 
the grace and life, I will find this one as well» (Father Vincenzo Pastorello, pastor). There is a clear 
reference here to the request Father Alberione made to the pastors to promote vocations for the 
Sister Disciples: direct a young woman to the Institute to light a "living candle" before the Blessed 
Sacrament for the pastoral needs of the parish.  

Following initial formation, she made her first profession in Alba on April 6, 1942, and her 
perpetual profession on May 24, 1947, also in Alba (CN). On the occasion of her 50th Anniversary 
of profession, she wrote to Mother M. Lucia Ricci: «My most heartfelt gratitude for all that you 
have done in our midst, your novices of the 50th. ...It is with renewed decision that I undertake the 
journey that remains, with a greater spirit of faith, also to thank the Divine Master for the great gift 
of the vocation and fidelity.  The Lord has granted me many graces and mercy, I owe my entire life 
to him.  On Pentecost Sunday the community joined me with great fervor in the celebration of my 
50th!» (June 10, 1992). Now she has already completed 77 years of religious profession! Her body 
and her spirit contain a history of more than one hundred years, written in her bones! Having 
entered during a Marian month, she returned to God on this first Saturday of February dedicated to 
Mary.  Her name recalls the invocation of Mary as "Star of the Sea".  This corresponds well with 
the song the Regina Apostolorum community sang this morning in praying for her: "My soul longs 
for you, O Lord, and my spirit seeks you forever!" 

During the first years of her religious life she shared in the Pauline mission of the diffusion 
of  the Gospel and working in the bookstore.  After perpetual profession, she was included in the 
beginning department for painting, defined in the Divin Maestro bulletin of 1948 (n. 10), as an 
active workshop being established, in Alba.  In 1951, in Rome, she would continue the same 
ministry.  Here in Rome she was part of a small group of Sister Disciples who received special 
preparation in art. «While working on the frescoes in the Regina Apostolorum Sanctuary, the 
painter, Santagata, contrary to his usual practice of not accepting a teaching role, gave lessons to a 
small group of Sister Disciples.  The lessons took place at Via Portuense.  He also gave them 
practical exercises». 
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In 1960 she was asked to collaborate in the liturgical center of Turin, and then in 1961 she 
resumed her work of painting in Cinisello Balsamo.  In 1962 she was at the Society of St. Paul in 
Vicenza taking care of the wardrobe of the community.  In 1970 she was at Cinisello Balsamo 
working in the sewing and machine embroidery, everything was done with precision and beauty as 
if dealing with works of art.  She continued the same apostolate in Sanfrè until 2006, when she 
remained in the community as an infirm sister.  In 1996 her sister, Sr. M. Cornelia, a missionary for 
many years first in Canada and then in the United States, died in San Jose (USA).   

Although physically immobilized in these past years, she maintained a strong Marian 
devotion. The short reading of the Morning Prayer from the Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
on Saturday is very appropriate today: «I rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my God is the joy of my 
soul; For he has clothed me with a robe of salvation, and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a 
bride bedecked with her jewels». Long years of waiting for the Bridegroom, in which, through her 
silent offering, she decorated her wedding gown with jewels for the eternal wedding feast! 
Surrounded by the care, affection and prayer of the Community, she returned to the Father where 
she will certainly continue her mission of intercession for the fraternal visit of the Mother General 
taking place in Italy, for the approaching Council of the Institute, and for the fruitful outcome of the 
Day for Consecrated Life! May Mary, Star of the Sea, introduce you, Sister, into the joy of the 
heavenly Jerusalem! 

 


