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Dear Sisters,  

 
on September 18, 2020, from the community of Sanfrè (CN), invited by the voice of the 

Bridegroom, our sister left to celebrate the eternal wedding feast 

SR. M. ANASTASIA – ADELE BROGI 
born on March 2, 1919, in Castelnuovo Berardenga (Siena). 

It is a story written over 100 years, passing through all the events of a period which saw 
enormous changes! The most authentic synthesis of such a long story is that which the person has 
built interiorly.  In 2017, when Sr. M. Regina Cesarato asked us to write a vocational recollection, 
Sr. M. Anastasia complied.  She was still able to write significant notes.  She recalled 1936, when 
the Pastor, during an ordination to the priesthood, gave a moving homily which led her to conclude 
within herself: “I cannot become a priest, but I can become a religious sister”. She began an itine-
rary of seeking the will of God which took several years until, on April 17, 1940, her father and the 
Pastor accompanied her to the Pauline bookstore in Siena, which at that time was managed by the 
Sister Disciples. Mother M. Scholastica, who had received her request to enter among the Sister Di-
sciples, made sure that they would go to Alba as soon as possible.  She would not leave there, not 
even during the time of the terrible Second World War. A Novice in 1942, she made her religious 
profession on March 25, 1943 and her perpetual profession on March 25, 1948, always in Alba.  
She was numbered among the first perpetually professed sisters following the Pontifical Approval 
of the Institute.  Among her recollections, there is this testimony: «When I made the profession, 
upon the invitation of Blessed Timothy to take a step forward if I intended to become a Sister Disci-
ple, I held my foot suspended because I thought: if it is not God's will and if I should not go ahead 
then something must happen, but nothing happened; therefore, from that moment on, even in the 
worst moments, reflecting upon that moment I always said: I understood that I was called, even this 
will pass!  This recollection has sustained me.  Whenever I repeat the formula of profession, the 
thought comes to mind: I am not worthy of this extraordinary grace but the Divine Master has pla-
ced me here. Why must I think about my sins, I trust in him with greater love and gratitude because 
it is only through his goodness and mercy,  rather than any merit of  my own, that I can still pro-
nounce this consecration.  Then I am at peace».  

Her apostolic ministry unfolded in the ordinary aspects of the mission of a Sister Disciple.  
During the first years (1942 – 1946) she participated in the common apostolate of diffusing the Go-
spel and the Good Press.  She then continued the mission in the Pauline houses (1947 – 1948) in 
Alba and Milan. From 1948 she was offering her assistance in the infirmary at the house in Sanfrè, 
where she had the joy of caring for Venerable Brother Andrea Borello and to be present at his death 
- an experience that would have a profound effect upon her life.  Then, for some years (1949 – 
1954) she collaborated in various Liturgical Apostolate Centers (Florence, Bologna, Milan). This 

http://www.pddm.org/


Pie Discepole del Divin Maestro - Casa generalizia - www.pddm.org 

was followed by alternating periods of working in ecclesiastical tailoring or sewing vestments with 
periods in the Pauline houses. From 1964, she worked primarily in sewing (Alba, Genoa, Bordighe-
ra, Florence). From 2000 she remained at Sanfrè, first working in the workroom and then as an el-
derly sister. 

Sr. M. Anastasia is a witness of love for Blessed James Alberione and for Mother M. Scho-
lastica.  The heightened sense of belonging to the Congregation is vibrant, as she wrote to Sr. M. 
Regina Cesarato: «How many graces the Lord has bestowed upon our beloved Congregation. Rea-
ding Da Roma e dal mondo, I was deeply moved seeing how much good our young sisters are doing 
and how many marvelous things the Lord has given us.  The words Blessed Timothy spoke to me in 
1946 when he came to Siena with Maestra Tecla to tell us that we must die as Pious Disciples.  
Weeping, I said to him: What is the Divine Master doing to us?  He told me: he is placing you un-
derground to have you rise much more beautiful.  And with these words, I understood everything 
and no longer doubted.  And now, seeing so much goodness, I remembered his prophecy». It is wor-
thwhile also to make a reading of her interior life, which she makes possible in her various letters to 
the Superior General. The most recent letter, still in her own handwriting at the age of 99, is in re-
sponse to the greetings for the 75th anniversary of religious profession from Sr. M. Micaela Monet-
ti: «Dear Mother General Micaela, I was moved by your note, I do not know how to respond, (I no 
longer have the head). I am very content about having arrived at this age, having received many 
Communions and many Sacraments, even if I can no longer understand in the morning, but Jesus 
brings me great physical and moral strength when he comes into me. How good Jesus is to me! He 
has always forgiven me, even if I merited punishment.  Remaining with Jesus, the Father, the Holy 
Spirit; the Madonna, Saint Paul, with Primo Maestro - of whom I often dream, with Mother Schola-
stica, is something extraordinary.  (...)  Pray for me, Mother, and I will pray for you and for our 
dear Congregation.  Poor Sr. M. Anastasia Brogi». When she reached her 100th birthday, with the 
gift of lucidity received from the Lord, she had a sister write: «Dear Mother M. Micaela: Please gi-
ve my greetings to all the sisters of the Congregation: I am the oldest, on March 2, 2019, I will be 
100 years old.  May every sister prepare herself for a holy old age, with many merits and great joy 
in her heart, appreciating the time given to us to be lived wisely each day» (January 7, 2019). This 
anniversary was celebrated with great joy by the community, friends and family, who were all 
amazed by her lucidity, and remembered in various local editions such as La Gazzetta d’Alba and 
the weekly magazine Famiglia Cristiana. 

 
During the last years she had a feeling that it might be her last letter, as to wrote to Sr. M. 

Regina Cesarato at the beginning of 2017: «This will be my last letter to you, since I can no longer 
see.  I ask you to pray for me when I am dead, especially to pray to Jesus in my place because I ha-
ve caused so much suffering and now it is just that I should be in Purgatory! How many graces he 
has given me over these long years! I should have had a visible halo on my head, instead I am so 
miserable, therefore, I need someone to thank him for me». This "someone" could be any one of us 
as we praise the Lord for having beautified his spouse, Sr. M. Anastasia, with many gracces and 
spiritual lights, and that today she may be admitted into the eternal banquet.  She went to eternity as 
the sisters, who had continually accompanied her, were praying beside her. 

Sr. M. Anastasia, continue to pray for all the needs of priests, of families, as you were in the 
habit of doing, and intercede for the Congregation and the Pauline Family in every part of  the 
world! 
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