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Dear Sisters,  

Today, July 29, 2021, the liturgical memorial of Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus of 

Bethany and friends of Jesus, at 10:30 AM, in the DM community of Sanfré (CN - Italy), 

our sister concluded her earthly pilgrimage 

SR. M. AMATA - ANITA ANTONINI 

born on October 13, 1923 in Leggiuno (VA - Italy). 

One week after her birth, on Saturday, October 20, under the protection of the Mother 

of God, the baby girl was carried to the baptismal font and received the name Anita 

Carla. In the same parish she would receive the other Sacraments of Christian Initiation, 

and from this parish community she would leave in her early twenties to enter among 

the Sister Disciples of  the Divine Master in Alba on July 16, 1945, the Feast of Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel.  

During the years of her initial formation, together with the entire community of the Si-

ster Disciples, she experienced the troubled period of the "death of the Institute", with 

the dismissal of Mother Scholastica Rivata as the leader, and the joyful rebirth with the 

Diocesan Approval of the Institute.  The chronicles from that time narrate: «Today, April 

3, 1947, the rite of entrance into the novitiate was celebrated in the Novitiate chapel 

(Alba).  The presider was  Rev. Sig. Maestro Teologo Giaccardo, who had previously 

examined the sisters who were admitted.  The novices were received by Madre Maestra 

Maria Lucia Ricci, Superior General of the Sister Disciples of the Divine Master, cano-

nically established today». Thirty-one young women were admitted to the novitiate: 

Anita was among them. 

On April 4, 1948, she made her religious profession in Alba, in the Mother House of the 

Sister Disciples, and received the name Sr. M. Amata, in remembrance of the com-

mandment of love given by the Divine Master on Holy Thursday.  On April 4, 1953 she 

made her perpetual profession in the same community. 

Because of her profound love for her vocation as a Sister Disciple of the Divine Master, 

which animated her, united with a strong sense of responsibility and sacrifice, some 

years after her perpetual profession she was entrusted with responsibility for the young 

women in formation: from 1950 to 1957, she was the assistant to the Novice Mistress in 

Alba and then in Rome. 
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From 1957 - 1958, she was in Genoa collaborating for the establishment of the commu-

nity and Liturgical Apostolate Center, and then until 1961, she was appointed Local 

Superior in the DM community in Cinisello Balsamo (MI). It was here that she received 

the call to become a missionary in India: on September 1, 1961, she arrived in Mumbai. 

She remained there until June 25, 1993, fulfilling responsibilities in formation and in-

stitutional responsibilities. For a number of years she was the Local Superior in Mumbai 

(1961 – 1969), then Regional Superior (1969 – 1982) and concurrently, until 1986, she 

was also the Novice Mistress. She then continued to offer her contribution of wisdom 

and love for her vocation as Regional Councilor and Regional Secretary (1982 – 1986). 

From 1986 to 1992 she guided the DM community in New Delhi as Local Superior. 

Upon her return to Italy, for some years (1993 – 2006) she was in the General House 

where she offered her service as portress and at the switchboard, with loving discretion 

and precision. 

She was then transferred to the DM community in Cinisello Balsamo to enable her to be 

near her only sister, who was already elderly: here she continued her service as portress 

as her strength permitted but, through her prayer of adoration and suffering, she conti-

nued to sustain every form of apostolate of the sisters and of the Pauline brothers. 

She was progressively weakened by illness, but she never lost her smile and the pro-

found gaze of her lively missionary soul.  In 2015 she was transferred to Sanfré, a com-

munity that was better equiped to meet her health needs and here, filled with years and 

the experience of God, she expired today, accompanied by the prayers and care of the 

sisters. 

Many testimonies were sent from the Province of India manifesting their gratitude and 

esteem for her: it is the remembrance of the matriarch who generously gave the best of 

herself, making herself everything for everyone with unconditional generosity. 

They wrote of her: «When I entered the convent, Mother Amata was the only Superior 

and Formator for the Indian Region, as we were at that time.  I admired her for the 

intelligence with which she guided our communities.  She appeared to be a severe Mo-

ther, but her approach was very gentle.  I appreciated her because, although she was 

born in Italy, she not only learned English, she learned it well.  She also managed with 

other local languages, especially Hindi.  She did not waste time and taught us to do the 

same, that is, to use every minute to update ourselves, just as she did to learn the lan-

guage.  She wanted us to understand the things, not only to recite the articles of the 

Constitutions from memory.  At the beginning of our presence in India, she worked tire-

lessly to build up our Province: she offered her life for us.  She possessed many qualities.  

Just to mention a few: sacrificial love and endurance, her courage and far-sightedness  

We give thanks to our dear Mother for having guided our Province for many years.  May 

the Lord bestow upon her the eternal reward» (Sr. M. Celine Cunha, Provincial Supe-

rior). 

Other sisters testify: «She assisted and guided me, not so much by her words as by her 

example.  I can never thank her enough for all that she did for me, for all that she was 

for me”. “No one can forget her love and affection for each one of us.  She gave us a 
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good foundation, so that today we can stand upright... She had a true taste for art and 

architecture, a marvelous creativity.... She was a very spiritual person, this is what we 

have assimilated from her». «In effect, she was a person of vision and mission.  We are 

very grateful to God for this beautiful gift as we participate and nourish our vocation 

as PDDM on Indian soil». «Mother Amata was obedient and faithful in all of her re-

sponsibilities and duties.  She was a good teacher for all.  Humble, industrious and 

always smiling.  She united everyone and was caring and loving toward all.  She taught 

us to pray and to trust in Providence.  She was loving and caring as Novice Mistress.  

She was a woman of profound faith and prayer.  Her simplicity and detachment from 

the world, from the things of the family and persons was evident to all». Those who 

knew her more closely also testify: she was a Sister Disciple who spoke little but worked 

a great deal! One of those persons who went straight to the point, to the goal; closely 

united to the superiors, most faithful to the spirit of the Congregation, to prayer, and a 

great spirit of sacrifice. 

Today, the family of Bethany, in whose house Jesus Master found welcome and conso-

lation, introduced this disciple of the Divine Master into the presence of God.  We love 

to think that, with this sponsorship, Mother Amata is admitted to experience joy without 

end.  And we ask her to continue to intercede for the formators to obtain the gifts of 

evangelical wisdom and credibility; for the upcoming celebration of the Council of the 

Institute  and, in particular, for the Province of India, where she served with joy and 

generosity for the coming of the Kingdom of God. 
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