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“EARLY IN THE MORNING WHEN IT WAS STILL DARK” (JN 20,1) 
 

FINAL MESSAGE 

Dearest Sisters and young women in formation, 

Dearest Friends of Jesus Master 
 
We are happy to have lived this event and we bless Jesus Master for our 

religious Family. We bless him with each one of you, sisters who, in every phase of life, 
are the most precious treasure that our Congregation possesses and, with you, Friends of 
Jesus Master, precious collaborators in the announcing of the Gospel. 

On Sunday 3 October, summoned by the Superior General, Sr. M. Micaela 
Monetti, and accompanied by your prayers and participation, we began the Council of 
the Institute, which took place online. Thanks to the communication platform we were 
able to celebrate and experience the gift and joy of meeting, both in the silence of dawn 
and in the silence of sunset, depending on the time zone of each Circumscription. 

Sr. M. Regina Cesarato, with a lectio divina of Jn 20:1 offered us the very dear 
and significant image of a disciple of Jesus, Mary of Magdala, who came to the tomb on 
the first day of the week "at dawn, when it was still dark" . In her welcome, Mother 
General invited us: let us set out on the paths of life of our religious family, of the 
particular and universal Church, and of a society that is ever more in need of hope. ... 
We are sent by Jesus, Lord and Master, among the people of our time in the twilight of 
the pandemic, violence, war, poverty and injustice to become close to wounded 
humanity and proclaim, with gestures - and words when it is necessary - that the Lord 
Jesus is with us; he is alive and is the Lord of Life. 

So, even though we knew that not everything would be perfect, also because of 
the probable inconveniences of the technology, albeit managed with professionalism 
and diligence by Sr. M. Célia Antunes Serra, we started the work. We lived a moment 
of special grace looking at our communities and the ways of carrying out the mission. 
Reading the summary of the responses of Circular 2/2021, through a synodal process, 
we have come to glimpse the path on which the Spirit guides us. We have identified the 
processes that we must adopt to respond in an ever renewed way to God's calls at this 
moment in history in solidarity with fragile and wounded humanity. 

During the sharing, we verified the passage of God in the experience of each 
Circumscription, and we asked ourselves: «Where do you want to lead us, Lord? What 
do you want to tell us, Lord, with all this?». Because the pandemic does not escape 
God's hands! 

Sr. Marian Murcia, HFB, guided us with the method of transformative 
experience for discernment. She provoked us to enter into the research for priorities and 
concrete steps to be taken in the next decade. Thus, both in small groups and in plenary 
sessions, we were encouraged to start afresh from the reality of here and now, to mature 



in an experience of fruitful encounter: with new seeds of life, with the hope and 
enthusiasm of generating new life in communities and in the mission, knowing that we 
are forgiven-sent, with the desire to heal interpersonal relationships, to be open and 
welcoming to the diversity of our cultures, committed to looking after our common 
home and promoting the building of "Bethany" in our houses, places of welcome and 
hospitality for the new generations, and for everyone! 

We took a look at the way in which our religious family assumed the calls of the 
9th General Chapter and made an effort to respond to them according to the rhythms and 
modalities differently adopted by each Circumscription. We are on the way! Let us face 
common challenges together, in order to live a prophecy of joy and hope in fraternal life 
and testimony that announces to the new frontiers, with a new design, also in going out 
- welcoming - accompanying young people and accepting the challenge of being formed 
according to the social meaning of the Eucharist, lived by Fr Alberione and Mother 
Scholastica which is reflected in acts dictated by Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation. 

The challenges are many and we still do not have the definitive answers, but we 
want to walk with our gaze fixed on Jesus Master who first loved us. We renew our 
commitment to re-evaluate our being in the Pauline Family and to rejoice in the charism 
of the lay people who share life with us. 

In harmony with the synodal journey of the universal Church, we do not want to 
deliver a document, but an invitation “to plant dreams, draw forth prophecies and 
visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, bind up wounds, weave together 
relationships, awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one another and create a bright 
resourcefulness that will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give strength to our hands.” 
(Preparatory Document for the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops, 32). That in this time, albeit full of uncertainty, we choose to be women of 
hope. Like the disciples of Jesus Master that Easter morning, when it was still dark, we 
go out to meet the women and men of today, moved by the joy and music of the Gospel 
(Cf. FT 277). 

Thank you to each of you for supporting our Council of the Institute with prayer. 
Thanks to all the persons who collaborate with us and whose encouraging closeness we 
felt. Thanks to all the Brothers and Sisters of the Pauline Family who accompanied us 
with prayer and fraternal participation. Thank you for every message that you have sent 
us and that has made us feel the beauty of being a Family reunited by the Spirit of God. 

 

Rome, 24th of October 2021 

 

Sister participants in the Council of the Institute online 

 

 


