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Dear Sisters,  

On October 26, 2022, at 7:00 PM, in the community of Sanfrè (CN), the Divine Mas-
ter invited our sister to the eternal wedding feast 

SR. M. MICHELINA – MICHELINA SCALERCIO 
born on February 24, 1940, in Gizzeria (Catanzaro). 

The day after her birth, she was brought to the baptismal font and given new life in 
Christ Jesus.  The family became the first privileged place for growth in the faith and when 
the daughter, “who manifested good signs of a religious vocation”, asked to enter the Insti-
tute, the parents, although poor, agreed, according to the testimony of her Pastor, Fr. Ales-
sandro Andino. Michelina entered the Congregation in Alba, at Casa Madre, on September 
14, 1959.  She completed the novitiate in Rome, where she made her first profession on 
March 25, 1962, and her perpetual profession on March 25, 1967, also in Rome.  In her re-
quest she noted: «I promise, with the help of divine grace, to be faithful to my vocation, with 
docility and generosity, wherever Jesus calls me to be until Paradise. I give heartfelt thanks 
for this gift and I am very grateful to the Congregation». While celebrating 50 years of con-
secrated life, she was able to confirm her sentiments by writing: «I have the joy, at the con-
clusion of the Spiritual Exercises, to express my gratitude for the gift of having reached the 
50th jubilee of my consecrated life, with perseverance and fidelity to this gift.  I give thanks 
to Jesus Master for his goodness and his mercy.  I give thanks to my deceased parents who 
were not opposed to my vocation, even though they were poor, but Jesus took me as I was.  I 
give thanks to my beloved Congregation, thanks to my dear superiors, to the sisters, to the 
priests for whom I have always had a weakness and great esteem…» (to Sr. M. Regina Ce-
sarato, May 2, 2012). 

Sr. M. Michelina began her apostolic life in Alba, preparing the refectory at the Soci-
ety of Saint Paul and then became the cook, initially in the Pauline houses: at Pescara 
(1964), at Alba (1969) at Milan (1971). She then went to the refectory in Rome RA (1975), 
and continued the same service at San Paolo Film – Rome. For a year she was in the book-
binding department in Cinisello Balsamo then once again as the cook in the DM communi-
ties of  Genoa (1980), of Bordighera (1983), of Cinisello Balsamo (1984), of Rimini (1985). 
In 1986 she participated in a year of theological formation at Regina Mundi, in Rome, and 
then went to the embroidery workroom, always in Rome.  In 1995 she went to the sewing 
workroom in Sanfrè and in 2006 to the infirmary, following surgery for a benign brain tu-
mor, with its consequences that she sought to overcome in every possible way. 
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In her service to life as a cook, which she continued over may years, Sr. M. Mich-
elina, was characterized by that human touch that made her attentive and sensitive to the 
needs of the individuals.  In their food preferences, in fact, the person often reveals their 
primary but vital needs, that which brings them joy and health.  The contemplation of Jesus, 
who chose participation at the banquet to reveal his tenderness toward sinners, would cer-
tainly have sustained our sister in her service as a cook, which required dedication and sacri-
fice.  She also manifested the goodness of her heart by showing interest and bestowing her 
attention on those she knew were in need and, in simplicity, sought to to help find a solu-
tion: e.g., a job. 

Almost unexpectedly, she came to the conclusion of her existence marked by a long 
calvary of suffering: diabetes with all of its complications, hypertension, some episodes of 
depression.  As we are preparing to celebrate the Solemnity of the Lord Jesus Christ the Di-
vine Master, Sr. M. Michelina received the invitation to participate at the eternal wedding 
banquet and once again, in peace, offered her “yes”.  

Her thought at the conclusion of the Spiritual Exercises in 2011 may be considered as 
a beautiful summary of her life: «We are at the conclusion of the Spiritual Exercises.  I have 
many reasons to thank Jesus Master for what he has done in my life, calling me by name in-
to his service and mission; the vocation is a precious pearl, chosen by God to do his will, 
and I am aware that the rest of my life will not be enough to thank him and humble myself, 
like the Madonna, even through the human frailty, of which I am aware.  I entrust myself to 
my dear Mamma that she may guide me by the hand. Jesus wants to make me holy» (to Sr. 
M. Regina Cesarato, May 19, 2011). 

At the conclusion of this month of October, we entrust you, Sr. M. Michelina, to 
Mary Queen of the Apostles that she might present you to Jesus Master as his bride and dis-
ciple who sought him with faith and love! Speak to the Divine Master about the Sister Dis-
ciples in every part of the world working to qualify our witness to the Divine Master with 
the celebration of the Centennial of Foundation and the upcoming 10th General Chapter! 

 


