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Dear Sisters,

Friday, October 31, 2025, in the Divine Master community of Albano (RM), Italy, at 6:30
PM, the Divine Master called to eternity our sister

SR. M. FRANCESCA — FRANCESCA BUTANO
born on June 23, 1948, in Bronte (Catania — Italy).

The youngest of seven children, on August 1, 1948, she received baptism in the Parish of S.
Silvestro — Badia, where she would receive a Christian education, confirmed by the example
of her parents and relatives. As she was growing up, she assiduously frequented Catholic
Action in her parish, as well as the various liturgical and social initiatives of the parish com-
munity. Here, guided by the Pastor, Fr. Biagio Colonna, who promoted vocations to the con-
secrated life, her response to the call to follow Jesus Master more closely matured.

In December of 1967, she wrote to Mother M. Lucia Ricci asking to be admitted among the
aspirants of the Sister Disciples of the Divine Master. However, since her parents were infirm
and in need of her assistance, she was required to wait one year to realize this desire. A little
more than twenty years of age, on December 28, 1968, she left her native place to enter the
Congregation in Rome, at the Regina degli Apostoli community, in response to the call of the
Divine Master, encouraged by the example of her two older sisters: Sr. M. Giorgina (f
24/04/2022) and Sr. M. Guglielmina (08/01/1995).

She presented herself as a young woman who was meek, reserved, but open to learning, and
to offer the best of herself. She loved the spirit of the Congregation, understood the charism
and lived it in a manner that was silent and discreet, dedicating herself to the fraternal life and
the apostolate, animated by the love of Jesus Master living in the Eucharist, in the priesthood
and 1n the liturgy. She nourished herself with prayer in the Eucharistic Adoration and in the
active and conscious participation in the daily liturgy.

At the conclusion of the regular novitiate, she made her religious profession on December 8§,
1971, in the Crypt of the Church of Jesus Master in Rome, and on December 8, 1977, at the
same location, she made her perpetual profession.

Shortly afterwards, she was sent to study nursing. After obtaining the diploma as a biochem-
istry technician at the Women’s Professional State Institute of “Armando Diaz” in Rome
(1976), she attended the School for Professional Nursing in Turin at the Cottolengo Hospital,
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where she obtained the diploma (1981). Thus she was assigned, at various times, to our com-
munities in Sanfre, in Rome - Beato Timoteo Giaccardo, Palermo, Albano DM, for the apos-
tolate of health care, alleviating the sufferings of body and of spirit.

Due to her meekness and availability for service that required attention to the fragilty of the
persons, she was appointed local superior, for various mandates, of small communities which
required the care of the body and of the spirit in the specific charism of the Sister Disciples
of the Divine Master. These were primarily communities of the Society of St. Paul, where the
presence of a sister who is a nurse offers everyone the guarantee of a fraternal and qualified
service that included physical healthcare. We recall her presence in Vicenza SP (1996 — 2000),
in Catania SP (2003 — 2006), and in Albano Casa Alberione for two terms (2006 —2012). She
would also serve as local superior for two terms in the Divine Master community in Cagliari
(2012 —2018).

She was then transferred to Fabriano (AN) in the community of the Sister Disciples at the
service of the House for Diocesan Priests. There she became aware that she was no longer
able to sustain the responsibility as local superior, since the administration was more complex
than in her previous assignments, and she soon asked to be relieved of this responsibility. A
more complete analysis of her health revealed signs of significant cognitive problems that
required a transfer to the infirmary of the community in Albano, where she could receive the
necessary care and attention.

In the last few months, she was diagnosed with a tumor in the vocal chords that was already
in an advanced stage. She underwent radiotherapy, but she was so weak that the cycle of the
treatment could not be completed. Aware of her health situation, serene and communicative
with a meek gaze, she devoutly received the Sacraments of the Anointing of the Sick sur-
rounded by the prayers and presence of the sisters and the healthcare workers in the infirmary
of Albano.

As a good and faithful disciple, she ended her earthly pilgrimage at the end of the month of
October, the month dedicated to the Divine Master and the Marian prayer of the Rosary. We
trust that Mary, the Mother of God and our mother, welcomed her and presented her to God
the Father to receive his merciful embrace of peace. So many times, she — and we with her —

have prayed: “Pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death”. This prayer will certainly
be heeded.

Rome, November 2, 2025 St el Howabh
Sr. M. Micaela Monetti




